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PERSONALITIES IN TANACH
SHIMSHON
What is unusual about the wife of Manoach? Why do you think that is so?
Who else in Tanach is informed by an Angel of their pregnancy?
What is the root of the name Shimshon and what is its meaning?

Why is it important for Shimshon to be a Nazir?

Shimshon goes down to Timna and marries there. Who in the chumash goes to Timna and is it
described as going up or down?

What was Shimshon’s strategy for defeating the Plishtim and did his choice of women have anything to
do with it?

Did Shimshon’s marriage to the Philistine woman of Timna have God’s approval? Prove it from the
pesukim?

What is the symbolism of Shimshon’s encounter with the lion? Why doesn’t he tell anyone about it?
Divide chapters 13-16 into two parts. What is the difference between the first half and the second half?
What is the root of the name Delilah and what does it mean?

Why does losing his hair make Shimshon weak? How does he gain back the strength to bring down the
stadium?

.Is Shimshon a successful leader of the Jewish people? How does he compare to other leaders like

Gideon and Yehoshua?
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Sy wmw by penw

Xp) X 73 Wi — Samson is called by the name of the

Holy One, Blessed is He,

A EITYR T AR WRW 1D, MR —

as it is stated: For a wall [shemesh] and a shield is Hashem,

Lord.™ The

Hebrew word for “wall” here is shemesh, from

which Samson’s name (Shimshon in Hebrew) is derived.
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1M 337 X1 — And R’ Yochanan said:  Yxqu» nx 17 nenw
D'YIW OAR3 — Samson judged Israel like their Father in
Heaven, " m1 anx> my "M 17, NRIW —~ as it is stated:z!
Dan will judge his people, like one etc. This can be expounded
to teach that Samson, from the tribe of Dan, judged the Jews like
God, Who is One. 12¢

@ s

1337 U0 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  pyn ixam wnn
n7v1 5w xpn1 — The following FIVE men WERE CREATED WITH
an aspect of SIMILARITY TO the One ABOVE® 113 b 1911 —
AND ALL OF THEM WERE STRICKEN IN THOSE areas in which they
excelled.  IM33 pwnw — SAMSON was similar to the One above
WITH HIS STRENGTH,®"  19X)¥2 MIRW — SAUL WITH HIS RECK, P
Mywa mbwaKk — ABSALOM WITH HIS HAIR™  »yya mpay —
TZIDKIAH WITH HIS EYES, 15173 NXpX — and ASA WITH HIS
LEGS.154

Wio (@ wm (1)

MK 137137 Py 127 mx — R’ Yitzchak of the house of R’ Ami
said:  amd MY nwpwpn arow nmnw T — It teaches that
the Divine Presence resounded within him like a bell, to
escort him wherever he went. J77-mnna mysh,, X307 2m2 —
For it is written here: to resound in him in the camp of Dan.
71 ayd,, BN 2N — And it is written regarding the tunic of
the Kohen Gadol:%! A bell and a pomegranate. Just as the sound
of the bell accompanied-the Kohen Gadol wherever he walked, the
Divine Presence escorted Samson.*

(b Abio (1) =014 ()

122710 ~ The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 77 vpya ponw
— SAMSON REBELLED against God WITH HIS EYES, -nRiw
“IPYPD AW KT 157D AMIK MAXYR Pwnw K, — ASITIS
STATED regarding the woman from Timnas whom he wished to
Marry: SAMSON SAID TO HIS FATHER, “TAKE HER FOR ME, FOR SHE
IS FITTING IN MY EYES."™  ypy nx mnwbs 1p1 905 ~
THEREFORE, THE PHILISTINES GOUGED OUT HIS EYES, "mKw
CTPYTAR MPIM onwbDy wmnxM,, — AS IT IS STATED: THE q
PHILISTINES SEIZED HIM AND GOUGED OUT HIS EYES.




" e @ Sbmﬁhq

CTDIIN WY TN, 3103 - It is written:"> Samson went down
to Tmemh. “nnImn by Pan M, 303y — But it is written
;e'gardmg:‘;ludah: Behold, your father-in-law is going up to
T:s::;; " Does one need to ascend or to descend to reach
T'he Gemara offers three possible answers:

MY?K 07 MR —~ R Elazar said: 2 20ns 13 anmw nenw
T - With regard to Samson, who was.de'r;i:grated in
[’Itlmnah], it is written that his travel to Timnah was a descent:
MY M2 20 73 A7vnw a1 — but about Judah, who was'
elevated there, it is written that his travel to T‘imn,ah was an
ascent.*”  =nx wnpny 93 YXww '3y — R’ Shmuel bar -N‘z;ch-
mani said: v mrmn My — There were two Tin;nahs

mYy3 XM 373 XM — One could be reached 'through a;
descent, and one through an ascent.i - MR XPD 37 — Rav
Pappa says: xin mon xn — There was or‘ﬂy ;);1e 'i"imnah'
n?"n -x'gm. 'R 'NXT — but for one who comes from thi;
dxrect}on it was reached via a descent, b5y XD 'RAM AKX
~ while for one who comes from this oth;zr' dixzectio'n it v:’a:

reached via an ascent.i*" ’

[N

@ R' AwiN  STEINSALT “RIBLICAL  MAGES

First, however, it would be appropriate to examine more
closely the phenomenon of prophecy. A prophet, in the bibli-
cal sense, is someone who, by virtue of his personal characteris-
tics and of his having been chosen by God—as in the case of
Jeremiah, “Before 1 formed thee in the belly I knew thee” (1:5)
__becomes a vessel for what the medieval sages called the
Divine Plenty. The resultant prophecy is the action of this
plenty on the chosen individual, who has thereby been fash-
ioned into a vehicle of expression of divine speech. When the
person s thus functioning, his humanity 1s held in abeyance;
he is the instrument of something far greater than his human
capacities. As a prophet, the speech that issues from him con-
tains the higher wisdom; it expresses the omen and the vision.
Moreover, not only is the content of the prophecy of utmost
significance, but so also is the way the prophecy is manifested

in the prophet and the prophet himself. Revelation is coming
through the prophet; the Divine Plenty is descending upon the
human race.

The incalculable importance of the phenomenon goes be-
yond the specific message; it is a point of contact between the
higher and the lower worlds, showing us that they are not
separate. Through the existential power of his experience, the
prophet proves that there is a channel of communication with
worlds ordinarily out of our reach. This s what the prophet
is charged with, and this is what sanctifies all that he does.



®

This phenomenon of the higher power streaming through

2 member of the human race can manifest itself in other forms.
True, the classical expression is that of divine speech in the
throat of the prophet; but the Shekhinah can manifest itself
also in the hands of the chosen one. Thus, the purpose of the
whole story of Samson may be to show us this other aspect
of divine manifestation. And indeed, though Samson was a
paradoxical and unconventional sort of prophet, there is no
denying that the Divine Plenty flowed through him. To be
sure, most of the prophets who have come to deliver a message
to humanity have expressed themselves in intellectual and even
poetic  terms; while Samson’s vehicle of expression was
through a superhuman stcrength, a physical prowess that so
transcended the ordinary that it-was obviously divine in origin.
This idea—which the sages considered, as in the Talmud,
where it is said that five people were formed on a divine
pattern, among them Samson—is mentioned plainly in the
Bible text: “And the spirit of the Lord began to move him at
times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol” (Judges
13:25). What was this spirit that moved him? The Midrash
claims that it was the spirit of strength from God. And if so,
the spirit of God, which in other prophets appeared as words

of wisdom and righteousness, appeared in Samson as an enor-
mous strength. He is, therefore, the prophet of divine power
expressed as physical force. His whole personality is a vehicle
of this aspect of the divine, as is pointed out several times in
the story. He himself told it to Delilah in the innocence of his
heart, when he tried to hint to her what would make him like

other men.
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oMWy 9131 13 — FOR HE HAS DONE GREATLY.  M3R "R —

Abaye said:

o913 7Ny oman mmbnay — This means that he

incites Torah scholars above all others. M wnw m"3xT K7D
KIIR2 5WN 0IP) RDDK R¥TIY I0RPT K132 KaY — Asin the
following episode: For Abaye once overheard a certain man

say to a certain woman, ""Let us rise early and set out together
on our way.” qnx — Thereupon, [Abaye] said to hicmself‘
RPN 3weR »mx — I will follow behind them in order tc;
keep them from transgression. 'pas xnbn wmana Six
xnara — He followed behind them fb-x' a 'di.stance (Sf three
parsahs in ameadow. 7T WAL N> — When they reached
a crossroads and took leave of one ahother,m? X7 wnyny
™Mnx — [Abaye] heard them say cordially to each othé'r: 'pmn;
R — Our paths lead far apart, so we cannot travel any futher

together,

K03 pry1 — but the company would have been

pleasant had we been able to do 50.#%  »3x 9mx — Upon seein

this Abaye said to himself: mn v;o'x-}:»m - WPere it m\g/
enemy™ who made the journey with t};at wc;man wn ma x;:
n"w:); kb ~ he would have been unabl’e to ;ﬂes.t';-ain
himself from sin. "yEym KW KNV MWy kSN b —- He
went and leaned against a door bolt and w-as .d'es;-);mdent
™% Xin K3V K¥T1 KNR — until a certain old man'® came and

taught him:

uwn 51y 1y o Svan Yo — Whoever s

greater than his fellow, his evi] inclination i i
greater than his ion is greater than his

U
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719NN WD SN, — the lad grew and Hashem blessed
“him.
The Gemara inquires:
1912 1n3 — With what did [God] bless [Samson]?:
The Gemara answers:
27 R 7w 27 mx — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav:
1nnx3 1372w — He blessed him with respect to his member.
DX M35 anpx — That is, his member was like that of ordinary
people, quW Sma> Wan — yet his seed was like a rushing

stream,'®!
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Xun — It was taught in a Baraisa: mya 153959 N9MR 1k vae

— REBBI SAYS: THE BEGINNING OF HIS DOWNFALL WAS [N GAZA,
MY3 7R% 19'5% — HE WAS THEREFORE SMITTEN IN GAZA. nbwnp
My 9% — We know that THE BEGINNING OF His DOWNFALL
WASINGAZA, 1171 WX DW-xan Anty neRw 9om,, 2nay -
FORIT IS WRITTEN:"® SAMSON WENT TO GAZA AND HE Sa WA HA&LOT
THERE etc.  my2 7p? 7909 — HE WAS THEREFORE SMITTEN IN
GAZA.  "IIDIY MK IMIM,, 2N3T — FOR IT IS WRITTEN. ! THEY
BROUGHT HIM DOWN TO GAZA and they bound him in copper fetters.
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